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Module description 

This module aims to present students with a comprehensive analysis of the complexity of relations 

between the EU and Russia over the past 70 years.  

In addition, it will provide students with up-to-date information about recent developments in 

Russia’s foreign policy towards the EU, its revaluation of external security and its strengthening of 

military and defence capabilities.  

The module will focus not only on EU-Russia relations but will also give students the opportunity to 

broaden their knowledge of the former Soviet Union countries which play a pivotal role in EU-Russia 

relations, particularly regarding the EU search for alternative energy suppliers to bypass Russia. 

 

Assessment 

The module is assessed through a 3,500 -word essay (80%) and a 15-minutes in-class presentation 

on the essay, followed by a 15-minute Q&A session (20%). 

 

Module Content – Topics for Discussion 

Week 1: The overview of EEC/Soviet Union relations from the Cold war period to Gorbachev’s 

perestroika. The policy of “New thinking”. “Europe is our Common Home”.  

Week 2: A new stage of the EU/Russia relations after the dissolution of the USSR. The 

Partnership and Cooperation Agreement.  

Week 3: The Concept of Four Common Spaces. The “Road Maps” programme 

implementation. Cross-border cooperation- benefiting from borders.  

Week 4: Enlargement to the East and Russia’s complex relations with the “New Europe”  

Week 5: Kaliningrad– to be Putin’s Hong Kong? Russia and the Baltic States. Russian-speaking 

minorities in Estonia and Latvia.  

Week 6: The Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) and its relations with the EU.  

Week 7: Study week. 
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Week 8: From Prague 2009 to Brussels 2021: Implementation of the Eastern Partnership 

programme and Russia’s reaction to it.  

Week 9: “Frozen conflicts” in the post-Soviet space: Transnistria, South Ossetia, Abkhazia, 

Nagorno-Karabakh.  

Week 10: Annexation of Crimea and the introduction of economic sanctions. The EU key 

guiding principles of relations with Russia.  

Week 11: Creation of the Eurasian Economic Union and its relations with the EU.  

An evaluation of Russia-EU relations based on recent opinion polls. 

Week 12: EU-Russian energy relations: a critical analysis. Who owns the North Pole?   

                             Potential challenges and scenarios for future development.  
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Learning outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this module, students should be able to: 

 

LO1 Discuss and evaluate the complexity of EU-Russia relations. 

LO2: Examine and critically analyse the relevance and potential benefits from the implementation 

of key EU policies towards Russia and its neighbours.  

LO3: Debate the challenges facing EU-Russia relations.  

LO4: Assess the implications of any broader geo-political and socio-economic issues which Russia 

and the EU could encounter in the near future.  

LO5:  Research and present a paper and write an essay, identifying a research question, 

structuring an oral presentation, using visual aids as appropriate, structuring an analysis and 

discussion, responding critically to primary and secondary sources, and providing references 

as appropriate. 
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